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Title of report HIGH SPEED RAIL PHASE 2 – UPDATE ON CONSULTATION  

Key Decision a) Financial  No 
b) Community No 

 
Contacts 

Councillor Alison Smith 
01530 835668  
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Chief Executive 
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Head of Regeneration and Planning 
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Purpose of report 
To update Cabinet on the Chief Executives consultation response 
relating to the proposed High Speed Rail Phase 2 Exceptional 
Hardship Scheme  

Reason for Decision To note the Chief Executives consultation response relating to the 
proposed High Speed Rail Phase 2 Exceptional Hardship Scheme  

Council Priorities Safer and Healthier District  
Business and Jobs  

Implications:  

Financial/Staff None 

Link to relevant CAT Not applicable 

Risk Management No implications 

Equalities Impact 
Assessment 

The consultation response seeks to protect the rights of property 
owners impacted by the proposed HS2 line. 

Human Rights Not applicable 

Transformational 
Government Not applicable 

mailto:alison.smith@nwleicestershire.gov.uk
mailto:christine.fisher@nwleicestershire.gov.uk
mailto:david.hughes@nwleicestershire.gov.uk


 

Comments of Head of Paid 
Service The report is satisfactory 

Comments of Section 151 
Officer The report is satisfactory 

Comments of Monitoring 
Officer The report is satisfactory 

Consultees None 

Background papers None 

Recommendations 

THAT CABINET: 
 

I. NOTES THE CONSULTATION RESPONSE OF THE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE TO THE PROPOSED HS2 
EXCEPTIONAL HARDSHIP SCHEME. 

 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 At the same time as announcing the HS2 initial preferred route in January 2013, the 

Government issued a consultation on the Exceptional Hardship Scheme.  The deadline for 
this consultation was 20th May 2013.    
  

2.0  CONSULTATION RESPONSE TO THE HS2 EXCEPTIONAL HARDSHIP SCHEME 
 
2.1 The Government has consulted on draft proposals for an Exceptional Hardship Scheme 

for people adversely affected by the initial preferred route for the High Speed Rail link from 
Birmingham to Leeds and Manchester. Clearly this scheme has a significant impact upon 
residents and businesses in the District.  

 
2.2 The principle of an Exceptional Hardship Scheme is welcomed however, it is essential that 

it addresses the implications of the announcement of the initial preferred route. If the 
criteria are overly stringent, it will compound the impact on local people and will have a 
negative impact on the local property market and people’s ability to move house or 
business. In undertaking this consultation the Government have had to issue clarification 
as a result of the experiences from Phase 1 and legal challenge; particularly relating to the 
location criteria and valuation of property.  It is important therefore that the Council make 
representation to the Government as these issues have a major impact on local residents 
who could be affected by the proposed line.   

 
2.3 The deadline for the consultation was the 20th May, consequently the Chief Executive, in 

consultation with the Deputy Leader, has submitted a response on behalf of the Council. 
The response is set out in Appendix A. 

 
 
 



3.0        HS2 PUBLIC CONSULTATION  IN NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE 
 
3.1  Along with the County Council, the District Council is currently working with the HS2 

executive to make arrangements for the HS2 executive to run public consultation events in 
the District.  Unfortunately the exact timing of these events is not known but it is envisaged 
they will be in late summer.  Representations’ have been made to the HS2 Executives that 
events are held in the 3 main affected areas of significant population in Measham, Ashby 
and Castle Donington in suitable community facilities. 

 
3.2 Community updates and briefings, including sharing the lobbying statement to 

Government, will continue to be made through the NWLDC web-site and community 
events such as the Parish Briefings.   
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